
Parks, Recreation and
Human Services Commission

Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 5:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1 Civic Center Circle
Brea, California 92821

Irene Rifilato, Chair                        Eric Mason, Vice Chair

Bill Higgins, Commissioner     Gill Realon, Commissioner     Janet Son, Commissioner

This agenda contains a brief general description of each item the Commission will consider. The Community
Services Department has on file copies of written documentation relating to each item of business on this Agenda
available for public inspection. Contact the Community Services Department at (714) 990-7738 or view the Agenda
and related materials on the City's website at www.cityofbrea.gov. Materials related to an item on this agenda
submitted to the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the
Community Services Department at 1 Civic Center Circle, Brea, CA during normal business hours. Such documents
may also be available on the City's website subject to staff's ability to post documents before the meeting.

Procedures for Addressing the Commission
The Commission encourages interested people to address this legislative body by making a brief presentation
under Matters from the Audience. State Law prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon matters
not listed on this agenda.

The Commission encourages free expression of all points of view. To allow all persons the opportunity to speak,
please keep your remarks brief. If others have already expressed your position, you may simply indicate that you
agree with a previous speaker. If appropriate, a spokesperson may present the views of your entire group.
Commission rules prohibit clapping, booing or shouts of approval or disagreement from the audience. Please
silence all cell phones and other electronic equipment while the Commission is in session. Thank you.

Written comments may be submitted in advance of the meeting by emailing carrieho@cityofbrea.gov. Written
comments received by 3 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be provided to the Commission, will be made available
to the public at the meeting, and will be included in the official record of the meeting.

Special Accommodations
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Community Services Department at (714) 990-7738. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable City staff to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. (28 CFR35. 102.35. 104 ADA Title
11)

1. General Session

1.A. Call to Order

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

1.C. Invocation

https://www.cityofbrea.gov/
mailto:carrieho@cityofbrea.gov


1.D. Student Advisory Board

1.E. School Board Representative

1.F. Matters from the Audience

2. Action

2.A. Commission Reorganization

2.B. Approval of Minutes
Approve the December 3, 2025 Parks, Recreation and Human Services Draft Meeting Minutes

— 1. Approve

3. Discussion

3.A. Committee and Park Ambassador Appointments

3.B. Brea Fitness Center

3.C. FY 2026/2027 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application for Public Facilities &
Improvements

3.D. Parks and Trails

— Public Works

— Arovista

— Brea Golf Courses

4. Reports

4.A. Park Ambassadors

— February 4, 2026 - Tamarack Park - Gill Realon

— March 4, 2026 - Brea Sports Park - Bill Higgins

— April 1, 2026 - Olinda Ranch/Olinda Oil Museum - Gill Realon

4.B. Golf Course Ambassadors

4.C. Art in Public Places Committee

4.D. User Groups

4.E. General Plan Steering Committee

4.F. Pickleball Ad Hoc Committee

4.G. Country Fair Steering Committee

5. Informational



5.A. Information Memorandum/Staff Updates

5.B. Commissioner Requests

6. Adjournment

Date Posted: February 18, 2026



CITY of  BREA
 

Parks, Recreation and Human Services
Commission Communication

February 25, 2026
Item No.  2B.

 
Approval of Minutes

 

TO PREPARED BY

Chair and Members of the Parks, Recreation, and
Human Services Commission

Carrie Hernandez, Director of Community Services

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL CITY MANAGER APPROVAL

Carrie Hernandez, Director of Community Services Kristin Griffith, City Manager

 

RECOMMENDATION

Approve. 

 

Attachments

12-3-25 PRHS Draft Minutes.pdf

https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/697b9980d176ea004a4c3279/12-3-25_PRHS_Draft_Minutes.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/697b9980d176ea004a4c3279/12-3-25_PRHS_Draft_Minutes.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/697b9980d176ea004a4c3279/12-3-25_PRHS_Draft_Minutes.pdf


** The following document is a draft of the minutes and the not the official approved
minutes **

Minutes for the Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission

1 Civic Center Circle

Brea, California 92821

December 3, 2025

 

Roll Call: (The following members were in attendance)

Irene Rifilato, Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission
Eric Mason, Vice Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission
Bill Higgins, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner
Gill Realon, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner
Janet Son, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner

1. General Session

1.A. Call to Order

Chair Rifilato called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Rifilato led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.C. Invocation

Chair Rifilato led a moment of silence.

1.D. Student Advisory Board

The Student Advisory Board provided an update on recent activities, including assisting with
dances, pumpkin painting, and other upcoming events. Additional highlights included historic CIF
finals, the soccer season, school dances, and the establishment of new clubs at the school. 

1.E. School Board Representative

School Board Representative Amber Duong Gonzales provided an update on the Performing Arts
Center project, noting it is ahead of schedule and awaiting two inspections, with reopening
projected for mid- to late-January. She reported that neighboring districts have supported
rescheduled events, including at Fullerton High School and El Dorado High School.



Commissioner Son inquired about ownership of Brea Junior High School. Deputy Director Sean
Matlock and staff clarified that the City has never owned the property; it has been governed by a
joint use agreement since 1975. These agreements are based on facility use, with the City
contributing to certain costs. Staff will meet with the school district next week to discuss next
steps, focusing on supporting youth and school-aged users. Updates will be provided to the
Commission once details are finalized.
1.F. Matters from the Audience

None.

2. Action

2.A. Approval of Minutes

Vice Chair Mason made a motion to approve the September 24, 2025, and November 5, 2025,
meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Son.

Motion passed 4-0-1

Ayes: Rifilato, Mason, Realon, Son

Nays: None

Abstain: Higgins

2.B. Adoption of 2026 Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission Meeting Schedule

Vice Chair Mason made a motion to adopt the 2026 Parks, Recreation and Human Services
Commission Meeting Schedule, seconded by Commissioner Realon.

Motion passed 5-0

Ayes: Rifilato, Mason, Higgins, Realon, Son

Nays: None

3. Discussion

3.A. Distinguished Brea Athletes Program Selection Committee Appointments

Community Services Deputy Director Sean Matlock presented background on the Distinguished
Brea Athletes Program, which honors local athletes who have achieved recognition at the state,
national, or international level. The program was established in 2009, with the initial honorees
installed at the Brea Sports Park in 2010. Since then, no new nominations have been received until
now.

The nomination process occurs every four years, with the most recent period opening in October.
One nomination has been received. A selection committee will be formed to review nominations



and make recommendations to the City Council. The committee includes:

One City Council member appointed by the Mayor
Two members from the Brea Historical Society
Two members from each of the following commissions: Parks, Recreation & Human Services
Commission and Planning Commission

This Commission is tasked with appointing two members to serve on the selection committee. The
committee is expected to convene in February to review the nomination and present a
recommendation to the City Council by April. If approved, a recognition ceremony will be held in
the spring.

After a brief discussion, Chair Rifilato appointed Vice Chair Mason and herself to the committee.
3.B. Community Outreach

Commissioner Realon suggested seeking community input on park priorities through a QR code
survey and discussed the importance of community engagement and establishing actionable
goals. 

3.C. Parks and Trails Update

Public Works Manager Eric Aulls provided an update on the condition of the playgrounds and
tennis courts at Country Hills Park. He also addressed inquiries regarding the City’s policy for
replacing removed playground features and confirmed that replacement parts are available for
most playground equipment. 

4. Reports

4.A. Park Ambassadors

Vice Chair Mason reported that he and Community Services Supervisor Billy Hutchinson walked
through both playgrounds at Country Hills this morning, including the upper playground and the
2–5 age area. While the equipment is older, it is well maintained and in good condition. There
were no sharp edges observed, only normal wear consistent with a metal playground. The sand
and underlying padded surface were soft, including beneath the monkey bars, providing
appropriate fall protection. Although some areas show wear where children frequently step on
and off, the surfacing remains compliant and safe. Despite its age and differences from newer
playground designs, the playground is functional, well maintained, and presents no apparent
safety concerns. 

4.B. Golf Course Ambassadors

Chair Rifilato praised the condition of the golf course and the recent projects completed,
including the clubhouse and carts. The Commission discussed the importance of maintaining high
standards for public facilities.



4.C. Art in Public Places Committee

No updates.

4.D. User Groups

No updates.

4.E. General Plan Steering Committee

No updates.

4.F. Pickleball Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Son reported that they met earlier this afternoon to establish guidelines and
expectations for what they hope to accomplish. Commissioners Realon and Son plan to meet with
pickleball enthusiasts to gather feedback. 

The overall goal is to develop a clear system for the City’s pickleball courts prior to their opening,
including established guidelines and expectations, so users understand policies and avoid
confusion. Commissioners noted the importance of reviewing not only successful aspects of other
cities’ pickleball programs, but also any complaints received, to gain a balanced perspective.

5. Informational

5.A. Correspondence

5.B. Public Works Update

Parks Supervisor Edgar Esparza stated that his team has recently removed root balls, installed
irrigation support, planted the next set of 16 trees this week, scheduled the planting of the
remaining approximately 28 trees (Segment Three), and continued GIS and inventory mapping. 

5.C. Information Memorandum/Staff Updates

Community Services Supervisor Kristin Steyerman provided an overview of recent community
events:

Veterans Day Ceremony was held on Tuesday, November 11, followed by the Commission
meeting on November 12.
Nutcracker Craft Boutique took place the following weekend, despite heavy rain. Staff
commended the resilience of vendors and attendees, noting strong turnout and positive
feedback. Many vendors remained on-site despite weather challenges, demonstrating the
strength of relationships built over time.

A new process was introduced allowing vendors to secure spots for the upcoming
Spring Craft Boutique during the Nutcracker event. As a result, 65–70% of spring



vendor spaces are already filled.

She expressed pride in the success of these events and appreciation for the teamwork involved in
their execution.

She went on to remind the Commission of the upcoming Tree Lighting Ceremony to be held
tomorrow, Thursday, December 4, as well as the final Movies Under the Stars event of the season,
featuring a screening of The Santa Clause at City Hall Park. Looking ahead to January, staff will
shift focus to hosting Brea’s Sister City ensemble group as part of the student exchange program.
Staff expressed appreciation for the Commission’s continued support and enthusiasm for these
community initiatives.
5.D. Commissioner Requests

Chair Rifilato has requested a detailed breakdown of attendance numbers for both Zumba and Hit
Dance classes. Additionally, she would like updates on any new classes being offered and ongoing
community outreach efforts.

Deputy Director Sean Matlock confirmed that the development of new classes is typically guided
by community feedback and attendance data.

6. Adjournment

Commissioner Higgins shared a personal tribute to Randy Jones, a long-time resident and baseball
player, who recently passed away.

Chair Rifilato concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for their participation and contributions.

 

Chair Rifilato adjourned the meeting at 7:33 pm.

 



CITY of  BREA
 

Parks, Recreation and Human Services
Commission Communication

February 25, 2026
Item No.  3A.

 
Committee and Park Ambassador Appointments

 

TO PREPARED BY

Chair and Members of the Parks, Recreation, and
Human Services Commission

Carrie Hernandez, Director of Community Services

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL CITY MANAGER APPROVAL

Carrie Hernandez, Director of Community Services Kristin Griffith, City Manager

 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION

Commission members annually serve on current and active ad hoc committees to investigate and review issues
and projects that are of special interest to the Commission. It is customary to review the list of Commission ad hoc
committees to determine their viability and for the Chair to maintain or modify the existing appointments to these
ad hoc committees. In addition to the Commission ad hoc committees, Commissioners occasionally represent the
Commission on other committees such as the Country Fair Steering Committee and the Art in Public Places
Advisory Committee.

Please review the attached list as Commissioners will be asked which ad hoc committee they would like to serve.
Commissioners will also be asked their interest in serving as a representative to the Country Fair Steering
Committee and the Art in Public Places Advisory Committee.

 

Attachments

aCommittee Appointments - 2025 FINAL.pdf

https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/697bab4dd176ea004a4c97a7/aCommittee_Appointments_-_2025_FINAL.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/697bab4dd176ea004a4c97a7/aCommittee_Appointments_-_2025_FINAL.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/697bab4dd176ea004a4c97a7/aCommittee_Appointments_-_2025_FINAL.pdf


PARKS, RECREATION AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

2025 
 
 

Ad Hoc Committee Appointments 
 
 Ad Hoc Committee  Assignment 

• Brea 265 Development  
• Arovista Park Modernization Project 
• Pickleball  Committee 

• Gill Realon & Eric Mason  
• Irene Rifilato & Janet Son 
• Gill Realon & Janet Son 

 
Commission Representatives 
 
 Committee  Assignment 

• Art in Public Place Advisory Committee 
• Country Fair Steering Committee 
• User Groups/Field Allocation 
• General Plan Steering Committee 

 

• Irene Rifilato   
• Gill Realon  
• Bill Higgins 
• Irene Rifilato 

 
 
Park Ambassadors 
 
 Park  Ambassador 

• Arovista Park, City Hall Park/Plunge, 
Community Center, Arovista Skate Park 

• Irene Rifilato & Janet Son 

• Senior Center/Pioneer Hall, Olinda Oil 
Museum & Trail, Olinda Ranch Park, 
Tamarack Park 

• Gill Realon 

• Country Hills Park, Lagos de Moreno Park, 
Junior High Park, Wildcatters Park 

• Eric Mason 

• Founders Park, Greenbriar Park, Woodcrest 
Park, Tracks at Brea Segments 1 to 3 

• Janet Son 

• Sports Park, Wildcatters Dog Parks, Tracks 
at Brea Segments 4 to 6 

• Birch Hills Golf Course, Brea Creek Golf 
Course 

• Bill Higgins 
 

• Bill Higgins & Irene Rifilato 
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