
Parks, Recreation and
Human Services Commission

Wednesday, March 25, 2026, 5:30 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1 Civic Center Circle
Brea, California 92821

Eric Mason, Chair                       Janet Son, Vice Chair

Bill Higgins, Commissioner     Gill Realon, Commissioner     Irene Rifilato, Commissioner

This agenda contains a brief general description of each item the Commission will consider. The Community
Services Department has on file copies of written documentation relating to each item of business on this Agenda
available for public inspection. Contact the Community Services Department at ( 714) 990-7738 or view the Agenda
and related materials on the City's website at www.cityofbrea.gov  Materials related to an item on this agenda
submitted to the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the
Community Services Department at 1 Civic Center Circle, Brea, CA during normal business hours. Such documents
may also be available on the City's website subject to staff's ability to post documents before the meeting.

Procedures for Addressing the Commission
The Commission encourages interested people to address this legislative body by making a brief presentation
under Matters from the Audience. State Law prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon matters
not listed on this agenda.

The Commission encourages free expression of all points of view. To allow all persons the opportunity to speak,
please keep your remarks brief. If others have already expressed your position, you may simply indicate that you
agree with a previous speaker. If appropriate, a spokesperson may present the views of your entire group.
Commission rules prohibit clapping, booing or shouts of approval or disagreement from the audience. Please
silence all cell phones and other electronic equipment while the Commission is in session. Thank you.

Written comments may be submitted in advance of the meeting by emailing carrieho@cityofbrea.gov
 Written comments received by 3 p.m. on the day of the meeting will be provided to the Commission, will be
made available to the public at the meeting, and will be included in the official record of the meeting.

Special Accommodations
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Community Services Department at ( 714) 990- 7738. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable City staff to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. (28 CFR35. 102.35. 104 ADA Title
11)

1. General Session

1.A. Call to Order

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

1.C. Invocation

https://www.cityofbrea.gov/
mailto:carrieho@cityofbrea.gov


1.D. Student Advisory Board

1.E. School Board Representative

1.F. Matters from the Audience

2. Action

2.A. Approval of Minutes
Approve the December 3, 2025, and February 25, 2026, Parks, Recreation and Human Services
Draft Meeting Minutes

— 1. Approve

3. Discussion

3.A. Go. Serve. Brea.

3.B. Parks and Trails Update

— Public Works Update

— Arovista Park Construction

— Brea Golf Courses

4. Reports

4.A. Park Ambassadors

— March 4, 2026 - Brea Sports Park - Bill Higgins

— April 1, 2026 - Olinda Ranch/Olinda Oil Museum - Gill Realon

— May 6, 2026 - Track Segments 4 & 5 - Bill Higgins

4.B. Golf Course Ambassadors

4.C. Art in Public Places Committee

4.D. User Groups

4.E. Pickleball Ad Hoc Committee

5. Informational

5.A. Information Memorandum/Staff Updates

5.B. Commissioner Requests

6. Adjournment

Date Posted: March 18, 2026



CITY of  BREA
 

Parks, Recreation and Human Services
Commission Communication

March 25, 2026
Item No.  2A.

 
Approval of Minutes

 

TO PREPARED BY

Chair and Members of the Parks, Recreation, and
Human Services Commission

Sean L. Matlock, Deputy Director of Community
Services

DEPARTMENT HEAD APPROVAL CITY MANAGER APPROVAL

Sean L. Matlock, Deputy Director of Community
Services

Kristin Griffith, City Manager

 

RECOMMENDATION

Approve.

 

Attachments

12-3-25 Amended PRHS Minutes.pdf
02-25-26 PRHS Draft Minutes.pdf

https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/69b30cb912328a004462131c/12-3-25_Amended_PRHS_Minutes.pdf
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https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/69b30cb912328a004462131c/12-3-25_Amended_PRHS_Minutes.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/69b30cb912328a004462131c/02-25-26_PRHS_Draft_Minutes.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/69b30cb912328a004462131c/02-25-26_PRHS_Draft_Minutes.pdf
https://s3.us-west-004.backblazeb2.com/agendalink-pdf/breaca/pdfs/topics/69b30cb912328a004462131c/02-25-26_PRHS_Draft_Minutes.pdf


** The following document is a draft of the minutes and the not the official approved
minutes **

Minutes for the Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission

1 Civic Center Circle

Brea, California 92821

December 3, 2025

 

Roll Call: (The following members were in attendance)

Irene Rifilato, Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission
Eric Mason, Vice Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission
Bill Higgins, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner
Gill Realon, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner
Janet Son, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner

1. General Session

1.A. Call to Order

Chair Rifilato called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Rifilato led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.C. Invocation

Chair Rifilato led a moment of silence.

1.D. Student Advisory Board

The Student Advisory Board provided an update on recent activities, including assisting with
dances, pumpkin painting, and other upcoming events. Additional highlights included historic CIF
finals, the soccer season, school dances, and the establishment of new clubs at the school. 

1.E. School Board Representative

School Board Representative Amber Duong Gonzales provided an update on the Performing Arts
Center project, noting it is ahead of schedule and awaiting two inspections, with reopening
projected for mid- to late-January. She reported that neighboring districts have supported
rescheduled events, including at Fullerton High School and El Dorado High School.



Commissioner Son inquired about ownership of Brea Junior High School. Deputy Director Sean
Matlock and staff clarified that the City has never owned the property; it has been governed by a
joint use agreement since 1975. These agreements are based on facility use, with the City
contributing to certain costs. Staff will meet with the school district next week to discuss next
steps, focusing on supporting youth and school-aged users. Updates will be provided to the
Commission once details are finalized.
1.F. Matters from the Audience

None.

2. Action

2.A. Approval of Minutes

Vice Chair Mason made a motion to approve the September 24, 2025, and November 5, 2025,
meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Son.

Motion passed 4-0-1

Ayes: Rifilato, Mason, Realon, Son

Nays: None

Abstain: Higgins

2.B. Adoption of 2026 Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission Meeting Schedule

Vice Chair Mason made a motion to adopt the 2026 Parks, Recreation and Human Services
Commission Meeting Schedule, seconded by Commissioner Realon.

Motion passed 5-0

Ayes: Rifilato, Mason, Higgins, Realon, Son

Nays: None

3. Discussion

3.A. Distinguished Brea Athletes Program Selection Committee Appointments

Community Services Deputy Director Sean Matlock presented background on the Distinguished
Brea Athletes Program, which honors local athletes who have achieved recognition at the state,
national, or international level. The program was established in 2009, with the initial honorees
installed at the Brea Sports Park in 2010. Since then, no new nominations have been received until
now.



The nomination process occurs every four years, with the most recent period opening in October.
One nomination has been received. A selection committee will be formed to review nominations
and make recommendations to the City Council. The committee includes:

One City Council member appointed by the Mayor
Two members from the Brea Historical Society
Two members from each of the following commissions: Parks, Recreation & Human Services
Commission and Planning Commission

This Commission is tasked with appointing two members to serve on the selection committee. The
committee is expected to convene in February to review the nomination and present a
recommendation to the City Council by April. If approved, a recognition ceremony will be held in
the spring.

After a brief discussion, Chair Rifilato appointed Vice Chair Mason and herself to the committee.
3.B. Community Outreach

Commissioner Realon suggested seeking community input on park priorities through a QR code
survey and discussed the importance of community engagement and establishing actionable
goals. 

3.C. Parks and Trails Update

Public Works Manager Eric Aulls provided an update on the condition of the playgrounds and
tennis courts at Country Hills Park. He also addressed inquiries regarding the City’s policy for
replacing removed playground features and confirmed that replacement parts are available for
most playground equipment. 

4. Reports

4.A. Park Ambassadors

Vice Chair Mason reported that he and Community Services Supervisor Billy Hutchinson walked
through both playgrounds at Country Hills this morning, including the upper playground and the
2–5 age area. While the equipment is older, it is well maintained and in good condition. There
were no sharp edges observed, only normal wear consistent with a metal playground. The sand
and underlying padded surface were soft, including beneath the monkey bars, providing
appropriate fall protection. Although some areas show wear where children frequently step on
and off, the surfacing remains compliant and safe. Despite its age and differences from newer
playground designs, the playground is functional, well maintained, and presents no apparent
safety concerns. 

4.B. Golf Course Ambassadors



Chair Rifilato praised the condition of the golf course and the recent projects completed,
including the clubhouse and carts. The Commission discussed the importance of maintaining high
standards for public facilities.
4.C. Art in Public Places Committee

No updates.

4.D. User Groups

No updates.

4.E. General Plan Steering Committee

No updates.

4.F. Pickleball Ad Hoc Committee

Commissioner Son reported that they met earlier this afternoon to establish guidelines and
expectations for what they hope to accomplish. Commissioners Realon and Son plan to meet with
pickleball enthusiasts to gather feedback. 

The overall goal is to develop a clear system for the City’s pickleball courts prior to their opening,
including established guidelines and expectations, so users understand policies and avoid
confusion. Commissioners noted the importance of reviewing not only successful aspects of other
cities’ pickleball programs, but also any complaints received, to gain a balanced perspective.

5. Informational

5.A. Correspondence

5.B. Public Works Update

Parks Supervisor Edgar Esparza stated that his team has recently removed root balls, installed
irrigation support, planted the next set of 16 trees this week, scheduled the planting of the
remaining approximately 28 trees (Segment Three), and continued GIS and inventory mapping. 

5.C. Information Memorandum/Staff Updates

Community Services Supervisor Kristin Steyerman provided an overview of recent community
events:

Veterans Day Ceremony was held on Tuesday, November 11, followed by the Commission
meeting on November 12.
Nutcracker Craft Boutique took place the following weekend, despite heavy rain. Staff
commended the resilience of vendors and attendees, noting strong turnout and positive



feedback. Many vendors remained on-site despite weather challenges, demonstrating the
strength of relationships built over time.

A new process was introduced allowing vendors to secure spots for the upcoming
Spring Craft Boutique during the Nutcracker event. As a result, 65–70% of spring
vendor spaces are already filled.

She expressed pride in the success of these events and appreciation for the teamwork involved in
their execution.

She went on to remind the Commission of the upcoming Tree Lighting Ceremony to be held
tomorrow, Thursday, December 4, as well as the final Movies Under the Stars event of the season,
featuring a screening of The Santa Clause at City Hall Park. Looking ahead to January, staff will
shift focus to hosting Brea’s Sister City ensemble group as part of the student exchange program.
Staff expressed appreciation for the Commission’s continued support and enthusiasm for these
community initiatives.
5.D. Commissioner Requests

Chair Rifilato has requested a detailed breakdown of attendance numbers for both Zumba and Hit
Dance classes. Additionally, she would like updates on any new classes being offered and ongoing
community outreach efforts.

Deputy Director Sean Matlock confirmed that the development of new classes is typically guided
by community feedback and attendance data.

Commissioner Realon mentioned that he would like better communication from staff and offered
two examples of a grant for the Friends of the Tracks of Brea and a Home Depot project on the
Birch Hills Golf Course segment of the Tracks. Deputy Director Matlock clarified that the Home
Depot project was presented to the Commission with photos at the June 25, 2025, regular
meeting.

Commissioner Realon requested having the Chair and Vice Chair be a part of agenda setting
meetings with City staff. Deputy Director Matlock responded that staff will partner with the Chair
and Vice Chair as every year is different and if that is something they request, staff will do that. 

6. Adjournment

Commissioner Higgins shared some history and background regarding Randy Jones and was sorry
to hear that he passed.

Chair Rifilato concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for their participation and contributions
and adjourned the meeting at 7:33 pm.



** The following document is a draft of the minutes and the not the official approved
minutes **

Minutes for the Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission

1 Civic Center Circle

Brea, California 92821

February 25, 2026

 

Roll Call: (The following members were in attendance)

Eric Mason, Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission
Janet Son, Vice Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commission
Bill Higgins, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner
Gill Realon, Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner
Irene Rifilato, Chair - Parks, Recreation and Human Services Commissioner

1. General Session

1.A. Call to Order

Chair Rifilato called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance

Chair Rifilato led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.C. Invocation

Chair Rifilato called for a moment of silence and reflection centered on gratitude.

1.D. Student Advisory Board

The Student Advisory Board provided an update on recent activities, highlighting the successful
sixth-grade dance and ongoing volunteer efforts at the Senior Center. Members also discussed
the success of the co-ed volleyball and flag football teams, the annual spelling bee, and recent
cultural events, including the Lunar New Year performance and Black History Month celebrations.

The High School representative reported on the winter rally, the 100th Day of School celebrations,
and the annual Mr. Brea award show.

1.E. School Board Representative



Brea Olinda Unified School District Representative Amber Gonzales Duong reported on the near
completion of the Brea Olinda High School Performing Arts Center and upcoming bond projects.
1.F. Matters from the Audience

Former Community Services Director Ron Moleydyk (1971 to 1981) addressed the Commission to
share some history of the Community Services Department and asked to meet with staff in the
near future to share things that happened during his tenure with Brea.

2. Action

2.A. Commission Reorganization

Chair Rifilato made a motion to nominate Eric Mason as Chair and Janet Son as Vice Chair,
seconded by Commissioner Higgins.

Motion passed 5-0.

Ayes: Mason, Son, Higgins, Realon, Rifilato

2.B. Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Higgins made a motion to approve the minutes. Prior to a second being made,
Commissioner Realon requested that approval of the meeting minutes be postponed to allow for
the inclusion of his comments.

Commissioner Realon stated his comments regarding the need for staff to improve
communication were completely omitted from the document. He requested that Deputy Director
Sean Matlock review the meeting recording to determine where those remarks should be properly
inserted into the minutes.

He requested that the summary minutes reflect his additional comments concerning the two
items he raised: the Home Depot discussion and the decision not to disclose the rejection of the
$10,000 grant awarded by the City of Brea to the Friends of the Tracks at Brea.

After brief discussion, Commissioner Realon made a motion to continue the item to the next
meeting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rifilato.

Motion passed 5-0.

Ayes: Mason, Son, Higgins, Realon, Rifilato

Nays: None

3. Discussion

3.A. Committee and Park Ambassador Appointments



After a brief discussion the Commission decided to keep all Committee and Park Ambassador
appointments as is.
3.B. Brea Fitness Center

Community Services Specialists Ashley Cruz and Aidet Ulloa provided an update on the Fitness
Center’s continued growth, highlighting increased membership and higher participation in group
fitness classes. They also discussed the expansion of Pilates programming, including the addition
of a new Pilates studio, as well as the introduction of new specialty workshops such as Acro Yoga.

3.C. FY 2026/2027 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application for Public Facilities &
Improvements

Senior Management Analyst Anthony Godoy updated the Commission on the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application status for Public Facilities & Improvements outlining
the proposed acquisition of a backup power generator for the Brea Community Center and the
resurfacing of the parking lot at the Brea Senior Center.

3.D. Parks and Trails

Commissioner Higgins asked about the status of tree planting and irrigation at The Tracks at Brea.
Deputy Director Sean Matlock responded that the last report indicated the project was about 80%
complete. He added that it is his understanding that the work is now finished, but he will confirm.

Commissioner Realon stated that he distributed an email he received so the Commission would
be aware of the information. He explained that Friends of the Brea Tracks was formed to help
support maintenance efforts after concerns were raised about limited resources to maintain the
area. He noted recent tree loss, past vandalism affecting the irrigation system, and that some trees
may not have been well suited for the location. He also referenced a memo regarding a visit from
an arborist and noted that he attended and listened to the arborist’s insights.

Community Services Manager Jenn Colacion provided an update on the Arovista Park project,
including the engagement of the bonding company to help ensure timely completion. She shared
staff is evaluating the possibility of opening the skate park prior to full project completion and
shared progress photos highlighting the concrete work for the pickleball courts and the
amphitheater.

Commissioner Higgins asked if graffiti had been a problem. Community Services Manager Jenn
Colacion responded that there had been a couple of minor instances noted, but the contractor
has been asked to stay on top of it to prevent the construction site from becoming a target.

4. Reports

4.A. Park Ambassadors



Commissioner Realon mentioned the upcoming visit to the Olinda Ranch/Olinda Oil Museum and
Trail and the importance of community involvement in park maintenance.

Commissioner Realon reported that he recently toured Tamarack Park and observed staff
performing maintenance on the ballfields. He noted that the drinking fountain near the facility
was functioning well, but the fountain near the northwest corner of the park appeared to have low
water pressure. He also commented on park maintenance staffing and suggested that volunteer
projects, such as weed removal around playground areas, could be considered. Commissioner
Realon added that the fields were in excellent condition and thanked staff for their work.
4.B. Golf Course Ambassadors

Deputy Director Sean Matlock provided updates regarding the golf courses. He reported that
Birch Hills Golf Course recently installed a new ball machine, similar to the one at Brea Creek Golf
Course, allowing patrons to purchase balls directly at the range without entering the clubhouse.
He noted that the previous machine had been in poor condition and thanked Western Golf for
their partnership.

He also reported that Friends of the Brea Tracks, led by Bill McMillan, is partnering with Home
Depot’s volunteer program to improve several decomposed granite cart crossings along the
Tracks at Brea by installing brickwork. Western Golf has agreed to partner on the project so the
project can be covered under insurance. The work is expected to take place when the course is
closed, and staff will provide an update to the Commission once a date is confirmed.

Chair Mason asked about the status of new netting. Deputy Director Sean Matlock responded that
staff is currently working on the matter and has a meeting scheduled with the operator the
following day to receive an update, which he will share with the Commission. He also noted that
the courses are looking very nice following the recent rain.

4.C. Art in Public Places Committee

Commissioner Higgins asked about inspections related to the Art in Public Places Program.
Community Services Manager Jenn Colacion clarified that inspections have historically been
conducted by City staff because the City is responsible for code enforcement and ensuring
compliance with program requirements. She explained that the Brea Museum had been
conducting some inspections, but staff discussed the matter with the museum and mutually
agreed that this responsibility should remain with the City. She added that the program has since
transitioned to the Brea Gallery team, which is developing a volunteer maintenance program
where volunteers may assist with inspections under the direction of City staff. 

4.D. User Groups

No updates.

4.E. General Plan Steering Committee



Commissioner Rifilato reported on a recent meeting with the General Plan Steering Committee
summarizing progress from prior meetings and community input. She noted that the report is
available on the City website and highlighted that further community engagement is planned.

Community Services Manager Jenn Colacion added that the City Planning Department prepared a
slide to share with the full Commission in support of Commissioner Rifilato’s update. She noted
that a community open house is scheduled for Thursday, March 12, open to all residents to
provide input on the General Plan discussion. A QR code is also available for attendees to access
the materials and submit feedback.
4.F. Pickleball Ad Hoc Committee

Vice Chair Son reported on a field trip to Tustin attended by staff and the Pickleball Committee.
She noted that the facility was very busy and that questions arose regarding posted rules, which
differ between paid reservation courts during peak hours and open play times. The committee
also visited Box Canyon Park in Yorba Linda, where they observed a mobile net system used on
the basketball courts.

Deputy Director Sean Matlock provided an update on the ongoing pickleball survey, noting that
there have been 323 responses so far. The survey will remain open until March 15. Outreach
efforts include time at the Community Center, a pop-up event at The Tracks next week, and a
survey conducted at the Senior Center, where approximately 165 seniors are expected at lunch.
Raffle incentives will be provided to encourage participation, and overall response has been
positive.

4.G. Country Fair Steering Committee

Chair Bernal reported that the Committee held their kickoff meeting last week and she believes
the budget allocated is around $31,000.

5. Informational

5.A. Information Memorandum/Staff Updates

Special Events Coordinator Alva Fox provided an update on upcoming special events, including
the Spring Craft Boutique, Pet Expo, Go Serve Brea, and the Country Fair.

Vice Chair Son mentioned that last year she felt there were more volunteers than
projects. Community Services Manager Jenn Colacion shared plans to increase volunteer
engagement at community events by providing information about available volunteer
opportunities. She discussed the challenges of balancing project availability with volunteer
interest  at Go. Serve. Brea. and noted staff will monitor the need for additional project
submissions to better align with volunteer capacity. The Commission expressed appreciation for
the efforts of staff and volunteers in organizing and executing community events.

Commissioner Realon emphasized the importance of directing volunteers to the QR code to join
the general volunteer pool, rather than limiting sign-ups to specific events only.



Commissioner Realon referenced a past project involving painters who were unable to proceed
due to debris surrounding a home. He suggested implementing a dual-phase project in which
volunteers would first clear the area prior to painting. He noted the potential benefit of such an
effort for seniors with limited mobility and questioned the overall feasibility of coordinating this
type of project.
 
Chair Mason suggested the high school football team would be interested in helping for request
approximately 50 players to assist with manual labor tasks for Go Serve Brea.
5.B. Commissioner Requests

Commissioner Rifilato appreciated the update for the Brea Community Fitness Center and
requests periodic updates due to increasing user numbers and the facility's importance to the
community.

6. Adjournment

Chair Mason adjourned the meeting in memory of Myra, recognizing her 23 years of dedicated
service teaching yoga at the Brea Fitness Center and honoring her contributions to the community
following her recent passing.

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.

 

 











































Special Events 
Upcoming Spring Special Events 

We are in full swing preparing for our next service 

day taking place on Saturday, April 25. The City of 

Brea is proud of the successful impact that Go. 

Serve. Brea. had on the community in 2025 and 

we look forward to continuing to enhance this 

year-round volunteer initiative. We have begun 

seeking monetary and in-kind sponsorships from 

businesses, the faith community, non-profits and 

individuals which help cover the cost of supplies 

and equipment needed for each project. Project 

submissions opened in early February, and we are 

already at 13 projects which is very exciting. 

Last year, over 300 volunteers worked on 18 

projects in Brea and project sites included: senior 

apartments, multiple schools, the Tracks at Brea, No 

Limits Learning Center, Olinda Oil Museum, Brea 

Museum and Historical Society, and a neighborhood 

food pantry. Once projects are approved, volunteers 

will be able to sign up beginning in March. 

Social Media 

f 5.4K Followers
8.6K Impressions 

� 9.6K Followers 
� 13.3K Impressions 

BREA 
SPECIAL

EVENTS 

@breaspecialevents 
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